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Beyond those from the Indus through the Bolan and
Mula Passes to Quetta and Kelat, some regular routes
are now laid down in Baluchistan; and the longitudinal
valleys running east and west parallel with the coast are
often traversed, and give easy access from the eastern
highlands to Persia. By this highway a camel-load of
goods may reach Mashhad Irom the Chaman terminus of
the Quetta railway in about forty days, whereas from
Bandar-Abbas it would take from seventy-five to ninety
days. In anticipation of these developments the Indian
railway system has now (1905) been continued by a
branch 83 miles long, running from Quetta south-west
to JSTushki on the caravan route to Sistan. In 1900 this
newly-opened trade route between India and Persia was
traversed by Lord Eonaldshay from Nushki to Kuh-i-
Malik-Siah on the Persian frontier, distant 460 miles
from Quetta, and thence to Nasratabad, present capital
of Sistan, and so on all the way through Birjand to
Mashhad. Some 360 miles west of IsTushki stands
the British fortress of Eobat, which here marks the
converging points of the Afghan, Baluch, and Persian
frontiers.

10. Afghan and Baluchi Administration.

During the four decades following the death of the
Amir, Dost Muhammad, and the restoration of Shah
Shuja by the British forces in 1838, Afghanistan was so
torn by tribal and dynastic feuds, that the civil adminis-
tration of the country was mainly reduced to the enforced
collection of tribute and revenue. But since the acces-
sion of the late Amir, Abdur-Rahman, a great improve-
ment has taken place in almost every branch of the public
service. IrfnSfeory the government is monarchical under
a hereditary Ainir (" Prince "), whose authority, however,